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Developing my online course with Karla, the Instructional Designer extraordinaire

While teaching American Government this summer, I simultaneously was developing it as an
online course for the Fall 2012 semester (and beyond).
The truth is, I have resisted online teaching. I enjoy the interaction with my students in the
classroom. I incorporate civic engagement opportunities and experiential learning opportunities

in every course that I teach. I have worried about how to maintain this high level of engagement
in an online course.
However, the university put forward resources to help faculty to design high quality online
courses, and in August 2011 I applied for a distance learning course development grant.
In April 2012 I participated in a four-part course organized by the instructional design
department at Poynter Library.
I am working with wonderful staff who are going to make sure that my online course is as
engaging and rewarding as the courses that I teach face-to-face.
Read an article I drafted — “Learning Citizenship by Doing: Evaluating the Effects of a
Required Political Campaign Internship in American Government” — about the impact of the
campaign internship in my previous face-to-face American Government courses.
Now I will be studying civic engagement in the online classroom…
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